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[image: image1.wmf]It’s official – the monsoon arrived early this year. With the rain came Incisive Waters, a show of etchings by Monideep Saha. Saha hails from Kolkata and – as such – probably has a stronger claim on the monsoons than we do. The artist, who has also taught at the Banaras Hindu University and the Birla Academy of Fine Arts in Kolkata, uses water as a running motif in these mid-size, tinted etchings.
 

MEC gallery owner Atul Marwah said that besides using water as subject matter, the title of the show comes from the process of print-making, which combines incisions with washes. Saha’s works emphasise these twin processes with sharp, defined outlines and shading, and pale, watery tints of blue, green and peach. This gives some of the etchings the faded, slightly antiquated look of British prints.
 

Saha’s subject matter too is slightly old-world. There are people riding on bicycles through puddle-filled streets with colonial-looking buildings. A brother and sister push a cart through sodden streets. Saha also has a fascination for rickshaws and their pullers. He often creates montages as well, making an etching look like a page out of a scrap book. In one such “spiral-bound” work, “Street Diary”, a vertical panel at left features a man, waist-[image: image2.wmf]deep in water, with another bespectacled figure atop him. 
The larger panel at right features two women and a child sitting in a submerged rickshaw; the driver pulls them along, wearing a brave expression. 

  

Despite the charming, old-fashioned scenes though, there’s something almost photo-realistic about these etchings. This, and the inclusion of certain street signs, suggest modernity coexisting with all the old headaches (and joys) of flooding and of families. In “Street Diary”, several Hutch signs mark off the submerged road, and in “Kolkata” a Kodak sign adorns a classical fronted building and a sign (which looks like a clipping from a classified ad) reads “Direct Admission Guidance: MBBS/BE/MBA”. The various elements in his works combine to create a sense of narrative. While at first Saha’s works appear a bit like shallow snapshots, a little looking reveals layers that you may not have noticed. Sonal Shah 
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